
Willesden’s Post-War Prefab Homes

an illustrated talk by 
Philip Grant



In 2011, I was part of a Brent 
Archives “Prefabs Project”, 

collecting information, 
memories and photographs 
of the borough’s post-war 

prefab homes. 

That is the source for most of 
the material used in this talk. 



In 1942, halfway through 
the Second World War, 

Winston Churchill’s National 
Government was already 

thinking about rebuilding the 
country after the conflict. 

Housing people whose homes
 had been destroyed 

would be a major problem.



By March 1944, Churchill was ready to announce plans for 
building temporary factory-made houses, after the war. 

Prototypes of designs commissioned by the Ministry of Works 
were put on display at the Tate Gallery in May 1944.



The 1944 Housing Act promised £150m to supply 250,000 temporary 
homes, paid for by Central Government. They would be for families 

with young children, including those of returning servicemen.



Several British groups came 
up with designs for these 
“prefabs”, as they came to 
be known. They all had to 
use a standard plumbing 
unit (which required the 
bathroom and kitchen to 

be “back to back”), and be 
in sections no more than 
7’6” wide, so they could 
fit on the back of a lorry.



Willesden Council decided
 that it would need at least 
500 of these “emergency 

factory-made houses”, 
and the Borough Engineer 

set about identifying 
possible sites for them. 

This was the initial list, 
from the minutes of 

a meeting on 
15 January 1945.



At the same meeting, 
the Borough Engineer 
explained some of the 
problems he faced in 
obtaining permission 
to use certain sites.

 

The Ministry of Health 
had refused an initial 
request to use land 

at Furness Fields 
and Gladstone Park.



The Allotments Committee 
backed the Allotments 

Societies’ objections, but 
the Housing Committee 
recommended against 

this on 19 February.

There were also objections from Brondesbury residents to 
the loss of their local sports ground!



Local people got the 
chance to see what 
part of a “prefab” 
looked like, during 
this Victory Parade 
through Willesden.

The one quarter section
 on the back of the 

lorry was from a 
“Uni-Seco” prefab.



A full Council meeting at the end of 
May 1945 authorised the Town Clerk 
to apply to borrow £31,000, for ten 
years, to fund preparing the sites 

for Willesden’s prefab homes.

Tenders were also accepted for 
work on the first sites, and the 

“Willesden Chronicle” on 22 June 
had a photograph of German 

P-o-W labourers working 
at Furness Fields.



However, it was at the 
smaller Priory Park Road 

site in Kilburn that 
Willesden’s first prefab 
homes were occupied, 

in October 1945.



The prefabs at 
Priory Park Road 

were the Uni-Seco 
type, which would 

be used at 
a number of 

Willesden sites.

This photo shows a 
training centre, where 
builders learned how 
to constructed them.



The Uni-Seco prefabs were built on a concrete raft base, from 
pre-cut pieces of timber, wood wool and asbestos cement. 

Once the outside structure was complete, standard fittings, 
supplied by the Ministry of Works, were installed.



Further up Willesden 
Lane, several small sites 
in Christchurch Avenue 
were used for building 
prefabs, including 30 

in the grounds of 
“Rosedene”.



Brent Archives did not have any photographs of the Christchurch 
Avenue prefabs, but I found this one on the Prefab Museum 

website (courtesy of Christine Donnell).



Another early Uni-Seco site was The Oaks, at the corner of 
Harlesden Road and Donnington Road. John was 1-year old 
when his family moved into No.2 (of 13), from overcrowded 
conditions in his grandparents flat in Cricklewood in 1946.



John wrote: ‘I remember that the 
prefab was cold, the only heating 
was a coal fire in the sitting room 

and of course the cooker in 
the kitchen, all electric with a 

penny slot meter. No heating in 
the 2 bedrooms, lino and rather 
ill fitting windows, lots of thick 
blankets on bed, all rather cosy. 
It had a fridge, Prescold, which 

Mum and Dad were very pleased 
with as it was quite a rarity for 

“working class” people.’



The “Willesden Chronicle” reports of Council meetings record that 
Willesden had prepared all of its prefab sites by February 1946, 

and that by May 1946 most of the 500 prefabs had been delivered, 
although only 142 were fully finished and providing homes.



One of Willesden’s largest 
prefab sites was “Furness 

Fields”, acquired just before 
the War ‘for the purposes 

of public recreation’.
 

As it had yet to be adopted for 
that purpose, the Borough was 
able to lay out the Roundwood 

Park Avenue prefab estate.



The prefabs at Roundwood Park Avenue were of the 
Arcon Mk. V type. 



Michael Galvin shared a                      
                                                                      number of photos with 
                                                                       Brent Archives during 
                                                                       the “Prefabs Project”.

     These show a general view, 
        and his Dad, Jerry, with 
           two of his brothers, 
                outside No.44.



As the family grew, the Galvin’s
  two-bedroom prefab bungalow 
  housed parents Jerry and Mary, 
  six children (John, Gerald, Chris,
     Michael, Catherine and Alice) 
           and their Grandad! 

                                                                    Here are some of the kids, 
                                                                  and a couple of their friends 
                                                                 (and dogs Bonnie and Rover).



Ken Johnson was born at No.63 in 
1948, and also shared some photos 

from the mid-1950s. His mother, 
Frances, with sister Caroline, and of 
him (right) with his sister and Peter 
(one of his four brothers). He said 
their prefab was ‘very crowded’.



This aerial photograph from 1961 shows Roundwood Park 
Avenue (A) still in use, but that the prefabs at The Oaks (B) 

and Uffington Road (C) had been demolished.



Another aerial photograph, 
this time from May 1946, 
shows a row of prefabs 
being constructed along 

the Kendal Road frontage 
of Gladstone Park, and 
15 completed ones at 

Oman Avenue.



David shared this photo of himself outside his family’s prefab in 
Kendal Road. He remembered that the long grass in the park was 

sometimes set on fire by sparks from passing steam trains. 
Firemen would have to run down their garden to put out the fire!



                The Kendal Avenue 
            prefabs were still there 
               when this O.S. map 
             was updated in 1958.

                                                                             
                                                                    

                                                                            The Oman Avenue prefabs (A) 
                                                                         were still there in 1961, but those 
                                                                           in Gladstone Park (B) had gone.                      
                                                                                      



The Oman Avenue 
prefabs were 
cleared later 
in the 1960s.



Another “park” prefab site 
was Ascot Park (A) in Neasden, 

built on land beside the 
Ascot Gas Water Heaters Ltd 

factory.

There were also two 
smaller groups of prefabs (B) 
nearby, on the same side of 

the North Circular Road.



The large white site shown top left on that 1961 aerial view was a 
Ministry of Works depot, seen in the background of this photo 

(courtesy of Alan Robins/ Prefab Museum) taken in the 
back garden of his family’s prefab. The MoW depot supplied 

prefabs to a wide area, mainly Uni-Seco units and fittings.



The residents of the 
37 Ascot Park prefabs 

are shown on this 
1952 Voters’ List.

But the next photos 
come from the Over 
family, who lived just 

along the road.



Jeff’s Mum and Dad were staying with his grandparents in Neasden 
when he was born. He wrote: ‘I lived with my parents Arthur and 

Winifred at 129 North Circular Road from October 1948 to 
March 1968.    Our prefab was the last to be vacated from 

both sites, ours on the North Circular and a bigger one nearby, 
the Ascot Park site where IKEA is now.’



A small estate of 14 Uni-Seco prefabs, on George Cloke’s 
former builder’s yard in Neasden Lane, can be seen in 

this 1946 aerial photo and 1958 O.S. map.



The prefabs here were called Crispian Close. Penny shared some 
photos from her time growing up there, from a baby, with 

Brent Archives in 2011, and with the Prefab Museum.



These Neasden Lane 
prefabs were still there in 
a 1961 aerial photograph, 

and in the background 
in a 1964 picture.



I referred earlier to 
objections by Brondesbury 

residents against plans 
to build prefabs on their 
local Okehampton Road 

playing fields. 

Willesden Council went 
ahead, and built its 

largest prefab estate there!
(seen here on a 
1959 O.S. map)



The Clement Road and Clement Way prefabs were wooden 
factory-made bungalows, imported from the U.S.A. under a 
“lend lease” agreement. (Photos courtesy of Irene Ottaway)



Barbara’s family moved into 1 Clement Way in 1946, when she 
was 7 years old. She wrote: ‘Each prefab had a porch entry with a 
wooden trellis on the side. There was a small lobby inside where 
you could keep a pram or a bike. This led into your Front Room. 
There was a door on the 
right leading to the 
kitchen and back door, 
and on the left side it 
lead you through to 
the two bedrooms 
and bathroom/wc. 
The prefabs had flat roofs, 
and large gardens, 
both front and back.’



Sadly, the wooden construction of these prefabs made them 
vulnerable to fire. These Clement Road pictures were from 

a roll of film taken by a schoolboy, Brian Aris, c.1964, 
which lead him to a career as a photographer.



As some families were being 
permanently rehoused, others 
were being moved into these 
prefabs on a temporary basis.

Ed’s family moved to 3 Clement 
Road in 1962, before being 

transferred to 40 Clement Road 
for a few months in early 1968, 

when their first prefab was 
being demolished.



Mrs Maisey, at 70 Clement Road, was one of the first residents 
on this prefab estate in 1946, and one of the last to leave in 1968.

(Photos courtesy of Irene Ottaway)



The northern end of the estate had 
been redeveloped by Brent Council 
as Clement Close, while the cleared 

southern end was added to the 
grounds of the next door school.



Other former prefab sites were also redeveloped for Council 
housing. A small site at Humber Road in Cricklewood became 

Aneurin Bevan Court.



The sites at Crispian Close and 
The Oaks have kept their names, 
but the new housing there is very 
different from the former prefabs.



But Furness Fields was returned to Public Open Space, alongside 
Roundwood Park, as Willesden Council had originally intended.



Willesden’s 499 prefabs were 
part of the 156,623 temporary 

factory-made bungalows 
constructed across the country 

between 1945 and 1949, at 
a cost of over £200m.

 
They provided homes, and lots 
of memories, for the families 

who lived in them.

(Final Clement Road photo 
courtesy of Christine and Peter 

Bedell / Prefab Museum.)



As well as the local material on prefabs collected by Brent Archives, 
you can discover much more about Britain’s post-war prefab homes 

on the Prefab Museum website at:  https://www.prefabmuseum.uk/



THE END
I hope you have enjoyed these pictures and 
the memories shared by people who lived

 in some of our local prefab homes.

If you have any photos or memories of local prefabs, 
please share them with Brent Archives, or with me.

Thank you.
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